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Spire holds seminar for Japanese firms on 

Indian e-commerce 

 

On 17 July 2018, Spire Research and Consulting organized a seminar with the 

Yamada Consulting Group (YCG) and Uzabase Inc (owners of the SPEEDA 

platform). The target audience was Japanese companies in Singapore. 

Saurabh Sharma (Country Director of Spire India), Eiji Asano (Head of YCG 

Vietnam) and Rahul Saigal (a senior executive at an Indian marketing 
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agency), shared their insights on India’s economy and consumer behavior 

trends. 

 

The speakers discussed changes in India’s consumer spending and the 

emergence of massive e-commerce platforms for shopping. 

 

India is home to six megacities, 20 international airports and 40 cities similar or 

larger than Japan’s Osaka city. Moreover, the majority of India’s exports 

(USD49 billion) and imports (USD26 billion) are to the United States, meaning 

that trade with Japan has a lot of room to grow.  India has a population of 

over 382 million in just Tier-1 cities. India’s Gross Domestic Product (GDP) grew 

by close to 8% in 2017. 

 

Acceptance of e-commerce platforms is rising fast. In 2017, 48% of India’s 

population was using e-commerce channels, thanks to the country’s growing 

middle class and the rise of social media.  

 

34% of Indians spend money on eating better, followed by 20% spending on 

better homes. 

 

Saurabh Sharma’s presentation deck on “India Overview: Consumer Behavior” can be found 

here.  

 

 

 

Saurabh Sharma, Country Director, India of Spire Research and Consulting 

Saurabh Sharma is the Country Director, India of Spire Research and Consulting. Sharma has 

experience of many research projects spanning sectors such as ICT, automobiles, life 

sciences, chemicals and pharmaceuticals.   

 

He holds a full-time MBA in Marketing and Finance from IILM institute of higher education and 

a BSc[H.S.] in Biophysics from Panjab University Chandigarh, India. 

 

 

Eiji Asano, Head of YCG Vietnam 

Asano-san has served with Yamada Consulting Group since 2017, previously worked for a 

leading Japanese banking corporation and has experience across various industries, 

especially pharmaceuticals, chemicals and food. Asano-san is experienced in advising on 

outbound M&A deals for Japanese clients.  

 

https://www.slideshare.net/spireresearch/edit_my_uploads
http://bit.ly/2npEBm3


 

 Page 3 
 

He holds a Master’s degree in Economics from Boston University and a Master’s degree in 

Agricultural Economics from Kyoto University, Japan. 

 

 

Rahul Saigal, Executive 

Rahul has spent the last ten years helping brands create immersive experiences with 

shoppers and consumers. His core areas of specialization include shopper marketing, rural 

and urban consumer activation, large-scale event management and digital content 

creation. Rahul has worked with many brands such as Unilever, Coca-Cola, Mondelez, GSK, 

Johnson & Johnson and Britannia. He has also executed large scale programs for the 

Government of India. He led Geometry Global to become the best Specialist Agency in 

South Asia at Campaign’s Agency of the Year awards, two years in a row. 

 

Rahul holds a Master’s degree in Business Administration from Asian Institute of Management, 

Manila and a post-graduate diploma  in Print Journalism from Asian College of Journalism. 

 

 

About SPEEDA 

SPEEDA covers both major and niche industries, with strong emphasis on Greater China, 

Southeast Asia, South Korea, and Japan. The SPEEDA platform provides a wide range of 

coverage for public and private company data, which is otherwise difficult to obtain from 

public sources. For more information, please visit SPEEDA website. 

 

 

About Spire Research and Consulting 

Spire Research and Consulting is the leading research consultancy in global emerging 

markets. Spire's competitive advantage lies in its ability to deliver actionable intelligence on 

the external business environment in support of its clients’ strategic decision-making in 

marketing and business development. Spire's clients include 50 Global Fortune 1000 

companies and government agencies in 15 countries. For more information, please visit 

www.spireresearch.com.  
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